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sea and extending occasionally into valleys where the hills
are low and do not entirely shut off the cool, moist sea-
breezes. East of the bay region the coast influences
extend far inland, following the Sacramento River and
tempering the climatic conditions at the junction of the
San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys to such an extent
that the region between the cities of Stockton and Sacra-
mento is really intermediate in climatic characteristics.
The climate of the Northern Coast forms a strong con-
trast with that of the interior valleys. It is comparatively
free from extremes of temperature, being warm in winter
and cool in summer. The winter rainfall is usually heavy
and there is much fog in summer. Here green, grass-
covered hills are the rule instead of the bare rocky buttes
of the interior.
There are no large commercial citrus areas within this
district, yet oranges and lemons are grown in yards and
gardens and the product is used for local consumption
throughout the district. The total amount of summer
heat is small, and oranges do not yield well as a rule nor
is the fruit high in sugar content. The color also is poor
on account of the lack of abundant sunshine, and the trees
are subject to the ravages of many insect pests and fungous
diseases which are not able to survive the hot summers
of the interior valleys. The trunks and branches of trees
on the coast are apt to become covered with a growth
of lichens and algae which should be removed with alkali
sprays.
The soils of the coast country are chiefly deep rich
residual soils formed by the gradual weathering and
breaking down of the local rock masses.